
United States Government Depar tment  of Energy 
Rocky Fiats Office 

JAN 2 0 1994 
DATE: 

REPLY TO 
AXN OF: ER:FRL:00681 

SUWECT: National Environmental Policy Act Determination for Operable Unit No. 3 

- -  . _ - _  .. _--  
TO: Steve R.-Keithr Proiram Director 

Solar Pond Projects 
EG&G Rocky Flats Inc. 

This memorandum transmits the Depmment of Energy's (DOE) response to your request 

(93-W-14745, dated December 10, 1993) for a National Environmental Polity Act 

(NEPA) Determination for Operable Unit No. 4 Interim MeasureAnterim Remediation. 

Your requzst was reviewed by Patricia ,M. Powell, the NEPA Compliance Officer for the 

DOE/Rocky Flats Office. 

Also attached is the memorandum from Raymond I. Greenberg, DOEnrQ, that you 

requested in your fax transmittal dated December 16, 1993. 

So& Ponds Program Manager 
Environmental Restoration 

Attachment 

cc w/Attachment: 
S. Howard, WP, RFO 
P. Witherill, ER, RFO 
S. Nesta, EG&G 



United States Government Department of Energy 
Rocky Flats Office memorandum 

DATE: JAN 1 1 1994 
REPLY TO 
ATIN OF: EPD:PMP:00217 

SUBJECT: NEPA Determination for Operable Unit 4 Interim Measure/Lnterim Remedial Action 

~. TO. Frazer Lockhart, Solar Ponds Program Manager, Environmental Restoration - 
-- ~ 

In response to your memo of December 23,1993, I have reviewed the Action Description 
Memorandum (ADM) for the Solar Ponds Interim Measurefiterim Remedial Action 
(IhUIRA) proposal. I do not believe that the actions described in the ADM quallfy for any 
of the categorical exclusions listed in 10 CFR 1021, Appendix B. Although the time 
period and cost of the interim acrion are not described in the OM, I suspect that the 
activity would exceed the limits of one year and $1 million to qualify as a removal action. 
In addition, I do not believe that Rocky Flats could in good faith propose that the 
excavation of 100,ooO to 133,000 cubic yards of material from the plant site to provide fiil 
for the project would not have an environmental impact. Therefore, I recommend that an 
environmental assessment be incorporated into the lM/lR.A document to determine 
whether the proposal would have sigmfkant environmental impacts. I will be sending an 
environmental assessment determination to EH-25 through you for concurrence in the 
very near future. 

Patricia M. Powell 
NEPA Compliance Officer 

a: 
M. Witherill, RFO 
G. Hill, RFO 
P. M. Powell, RFO 
S. M. Nesta, EG&G 
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D O E / R F O  
CORRESPONDENCE 

I N C O M I N G  LETTER 

. . _  

~ . -  
I 

I, 

tates Government Department 

leadquar te rs  Concurrence w i t h  the  Solar  Ponds Dispute  Resolu t ion  Proposal 

. -  
I .  Hartman, Roc!~' F l a t s  O f f i c e  

In September 1, 1993, a meeting was held a t  ME-HQ, Germantown, Maryland, 
lrhich time DOE-Rf and EG&G presented the s t a t u s  and proposed resolution c 
the d i s p u t e  on the Operable Unit 4 (So la r  Ponds) RFI/RI Report .  (A l i s t  
3ttendees Is  a t tached . )  The meeting provided an overview of the  d i s p u t e  
r e s o l u t i o n  progress  t o  d a t e ,  major components o f  the expected dispute 
r e s o l u t i o n ,  and cost/budget prof i le s .  
4ttachrnent 2 .  Attachment 3 summarizes the proposed resolution and a c t i o i  
r equ i r ed  t o  f i na l i ze  the  proposal.  

The RF/AL Production Division (EM-453) understands t h a t  the proposed d l s :  
r e s o l u t i o n  process was developed w i t h  f u l l  involvement of the  r e g u l a t o r s  
and t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t o r s  are i n  support  o f  the proposal ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
proposed sludge removal and pond closure a c c e l e r a t i o n  of approximately 1 
months. Nhen the f ina l  d i spu te  reso lu t ion  package 1s presented  t o  CCH a 
EPA, i t  should be made abso lu te ly  c l e a r ,  b o t h  in  w r i t i n g  and i n  d i s c u s s i  
t h a t  no addi t iona l  RF funding will be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  suppor t  t he  
a c c e l e r a t e d  s o l a r  ponds c losure .  Any add i t iona l  s o l a r  ponds funding 
r e q u i r e d  i n  f i s c a l  years 1994 o r  1995 must be r e a l l o c a t e d  f r o m  with in  th 
p7 anned RF environmental r e s to ra t f  on  budget. 

EM-453 apprec ia tes  t h e  e f f o r t s  made by R f  staff In  working w i t h  the 
r e g u l a t o r s  and negotiating a resolut ion of t h i s  d i s p u t e  without having t 
e n t e r  the formal d i s p u t e  process.  Regulator p a r t i c i p a t i o n  is key t o  our  
success  i n  the Eli program, and the ac t ions  taken t o  d a t e  i n  resolving t h  
d i s p u t e  appear t o  have set a pos i t ive  precedence. 

EM-453 agrees  with t h e  approach as presented i n  Attachment 3. 
concurrence w.111 be f i n a l  Ized through the base1 Ine change c o n t r o l  proced 
t o  be i n i t i a t e d  a f te r  acceptance of the proposal by the r e g u l a t o r s .  EM- 
will  expect the BCP i n  the mid-October timeframe. 

- -  

A copy o f  t h e  agenda i s  provfded 

Formal 

I 
I 

D1 r e c t o r  
Rocky F1 ats/A1 buquerque Production D lv i :  
Office o f  Southnestarn Area  Programs 
Environmental Restorat 1 on 

'r 

3 Attachments 

cc w/a tt achmen t s : 
A. Rampertaap, EM-453 
F, Lockhart ,  RFQ 
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